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OCTOBER MEETING
“Why the U.S. Needs the U.N.” will be 
the topic of discussion at the League’s 
October 20 meeting. American foreign 
policy is being hotly debated at home and 
abroad. What’s behind the controversies? 
Are we headed on the right course?” 
Dr.Clair Matz, Marshall University, will 
present background information and lead 
the discussion. The two issues will be 
“Preemptive Use of Force” and 
“International Law and Institutions”. The 
meeting starts at 7 pm and will be held at 
the Enslow Park Presbyterian Church. If 
you would like to take the elevator to the 
second floor, contact Mary Anderson, 523- 
2032. Guests are welcome at the meeting.
PEOPLE’S BILL OF RIGHTS 
On behalf of the League of Women 
Voters, Doris Johnson testified in favor of the 
proposed “People’ŝ Bill of Rights”, at the 
September 22 Huntington Council Meeting. 
The ordinance is sponsored by Councilman 
Larry Patterson. The vote on the ordinance 
will be on the first council meeting in October. 
If you would like a copy of the League’s 
statement either by email or regular mail, 
contact Helen Gibbins, 736-3287.
CONGRATULATIONS TO Mary Anderson 
The Huntington Neighborhood Institute awarded 
Mary, “Model Citizen” for her contributions to the 
rehabilitation of the Olympic Pool. Mary provided 
lunches to the volunteers. Mary also attends 
Huntington City Council meetings regularly. If you 
would like more information about the meetings, or 
would like to attend the meetings, too, contact Mary at 
523-2032.
SAVE THE ARCTIC NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE
A comprehensive Energy bill is in a 
Congressional conference committee. Even though the 
Senate voted against allowing drilling for oil in ANWR, 
the conference committee has put it back in. The 
committee ’’sweetened” the Energy Bill by giving 
’’goodies” to industries in states where swing members 
of Congress live. These ’’goodies” will increase the 
deficit while doing little to promote conservation and 
the use of renewable energy. The Senate voted twice to 
include a requirement for electric utilities to use 10% 
renewable energy in their mix, but the conference 
committee removed this requirement.
The increase in the use of fossil fuels is promoted 
by tax breaks to fossil fuel burning industries while 
nothing is in the bill to reduce the United States’ 
tremendous contribution to global warming.
The Senate bill phased out MBTE, an additive to 
gasoline that has been polluting groundwater, but 
House conference committee members are working to
remove the ban.
Possibly the most egregious section of the bill is 
allowing the drilling of oil in the pristine ANWR. 
Estimates by the United States Geological Society state 
that the oil obtained from drilling in ANWR is just a 
six-month supply. Drilling in the Arctic will not solve 
our country's energy problems and will be detrimental 
to the environment and wildlife. The Refuge contains 
the last five percent of the entire Alaskan coastal plain 
that does not already allow for oil drilling. Modest fuel 
efficiency improvements for motor vehicles alone 
would save approximately five times the amount of oil 
estimated to be under the Arctic Refuge.
Even "responsible drilling" can be harmful to the 
natural environment. According to the Alaska 
Department of Environmental Conservation's Oil Spill 
Database, the oil fields of Alaska's Northern Slope have 
averaged 427 oil spills a year since 1996. The U.S. 
Department of the Interior estimates that the 
Porcupine River Caribou herd could suffer a decline of 
up to 40 percent if oil-drilling takes place on the coastal 
plain. The National Academy of Sciences recently 
completed a study of the environmental impacts of 
thirty years of oil drilling along Alaska's North Slope. 
The report shows the long-term problems with drilling 
in the arctic wilderness. It points out that thousands of 
acres of tundra vegetation have been destroyed.
The League urges citizens to contact Senators
Byrd and Rockefeller, and Congressman Rahall voicing 
their opposition to allowing drilling for oil in ANWR. 
Byrd -  202-224-3054; Rockefeller -  202-224-6472; and 
Rahall -  202-225-3452. If you contact Sen. Byrd by 
email, you need to go to his website — 
byrd.senate.gov; Sen. Rockefeller - 
senator@.rockefeller.senate.gov; and Rep. Rahall - 
nrahall@mail.house.gov
ACTION NEEDED NOW TO SUPPORT CLEAN AIR 
The Bush Administration unveiled a plan late in 
2002 that would substantially weaken public health and 
environmental protections under the Clean Air Act, 
while doing nothing about global warming. Dubbed 
the "Clear Skies" initiative, the pollution plan is now 
being pushed in Congress by industry lobbyists and 
administration officials. Please contact your Senators 
today urging them to oppose efforts to weaken or delay 
implementation of the Clean Air Act.
~~ For over three deca^es7the Clean Air Act has 
worked to cut air emissions at the same time that the 
nation’s economy has grown dramatically. The “Clear 
Skies” pollution plan, on the other hand, will move the 
country backward by delaying deadlines to meet the 
health standards in the Clean Air Act, relaxing 
pollution reduction requirements for power plants and 
other major pollution sources, and repealing 
protections for our national parks.
The Senate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is holding hearings on the “Clear Skies” 
initiative, and as soon as they believe there is political 
support for undermining the Clean Air Act, Senate 
leaders will take the legislation to the floor.
Constituent pressure is needed now to block “Clear 
Skies”.
A recent study by the Office of Management and 
Budget shows that during the last decade the health 
and social benefits of enforcing tough clean-air 
regulations amounted to a savings five to seven times 
greater than the costs associated with compliance with 
the laws. The costs savings came in the reduction of 
hospital visits, premature deaths, and lost workdays.
CALENDAR
-October 20,7 p.m. “U.N. Meeting”;Enslow 
Park Presbyterian Church 
October 28, Conference on the Environment, 
Charleston
October 29, League’s Board Meeting 
November 17, Running For Office
“ ----------~CmZEN~EDtJCATION^~ ~
As a part of citizen education one of the 
League’s purposes is to provide education on 
the voting process and issues. Next spring the 
Huntington League will sponsor candidates’ 
meetings and supply answers to candidates’ 
questionnaires in the newspaper.. If you wish 
to suggest other citizen education activities, 
call Helen Gibbins, 736-3287.
RUNNING FOR OFFICE 
On November 17, the League will sponsor 
a meeting for those who plan to run for office. 
We will provide information on campaign 
finance laws and campaign techniques. Tell 
your friends who plan to run for office that 
this meeting will be targeted to them.
LMV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages 
the informed and active participation of citizens 
in government and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy.
Membership in the League is open to women and 
men of voting age. Annual dues, not tax 
deductdlble, are $40 individual, $55 for two in 
one household, and $24 for students.
To join, send your check to: Ann Spear,
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